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I am pleased to advise you that the final version of Climate Ready Scotland, the Scottish
Climate Change Adaptation Programme will be laid before the Scottish Parliament today.

The final Scottish Climate Change Adaptation Programme will be accompanied by a written
statement. In accordance with section 53 of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 Act,
the final Programme sets out Scottish Ministers objectives in relation to adaptation to climate
change; the policies and proposals for meeting those objectives; the mechanisms for
ensuring public engagement in meeting those objectives, and; the period within which those
proposals and policies will be introduced. The Programme addresses the risks identified in
the Climate Change Risk Assessment for Scotland.

During October and November 2013, the Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment
took evidence on the draft Scottish Climate Change Adaptation Programme, followed by a
parliamentary debate in January this year. I would like once again to thank you and the
other members of your committee for your rigorous review of the draft, and for your
committee's report of 2 December 2013.

The annex to this letter lists the recommendations made in the RACCE Committee report
and the corresponding Scottish Government responses to how these recommendations have
been taken forward in the final Programme.~Mr
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Annex

Climate Ready Scotland: Scottish Climate Change Adaptation Programme

Summary of Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment Committee
recommendations and Scottish Government responses

Committee Recommendation Scottish Government response
General

The Committee believes the final It is vital that the Scottish Government
Programme must enable people to make provides clear leadership in promoting
resilient decisions with confidence despite a sustainable approach to climate
the uncertainty of climate changes we may change adaptation. The final
face. Programme sets out the Scottish

Government's strategic response to
adaptation, providing leadership,
guidance and consistency of approach
to government and non-government
decision-makers across Scotland.

The Committee urges the Scottish The schedule of work to develop and
Government to provide clarity on issues implement each policy and proposal in
around project timescales, budgets and the Programme will start from the
responsibility for development and position that the policy or proposal
implementation and on how progress will presently occupies in relevant
be monitored and assessed when the government programmes. There are
lifespan of a project exceeds five years. inevitable uncertainties in exact

timescales across the broad range of
policies and proposals in the

The Committee also recommends that the Programme which is why the
final Programme takes a longer term view Programme offers a broad definition of
and, where possible, assists stakeholders timescales. This is consistent with the
to develop longer term approaches. approach taken in the Report on

Proposals and Policies published last
year.

With regard to funding committed to
the Programme, the Scottish
Government is investing in and
planning for the changing climate by
firmly embedding climate change
adaptation and related costs into the
associated proposals and policies set
out in the Programme. The Scottish
Government's annual spending is
made available through the budget
process. Both the Adaptation Scotland



programme and the Sustainable
Scotland Network will continue to work
with the public sector and other
relevant stakeholders to support
continued action on climate change
adaptation.

Where appropriate, the Programme
contains information about who will or
might deliver particular proposals and
policies. In many cases, however,
where longer term measures are
already being progressed, additional
information is published in the relevant
sectoral policy documents as well as
the monitoring arrangements, where
appropriate.

Monitoring and Assessment

The Committee recommends that the Robust governance arrangements for
Minister takes on board the views of the delivery of the Programme are in
stakeholders that the final Programme place. The membership of the
should include a stronger focus on targets Scottish Government's Climate
and set out a robust monitoring and Change Delivery Board has been
evaluation framework. expanded to include those Scottish

Government Directors responsible for
policy in the sectors detailed in the
Programme.

We are also developing the monitoring
and reporting arrangements in order to
comply with sections 54 and 55 of the
Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009
to evaluate and measure progress on
delivery of the policies and proposals.

Resilience and response to emergency
situations

The Committee recommends that the The 'Engaging Others' section of the
Scottish Government explore the scope for final Programme has been
the final Programme to be more explicit on strengthened to address this point.
the support to be provided to enable and The Climate Ready Society Chapter
sustain the development of regional also makes more explicit the important
partnerships between emergency and role of emergency responders, in
volunteer services, and the importance of particular the role of the voluntary
engaging with the power industry. service.



Infrastructure and the built environment

The Committee recommends the final
Programme is strengthened by setting out
how the planning process could be used to
embed adaptation.

The Committee encourages the Minister to
ensure that the final Programme gives
consideration to the impacts of climate
change on the siting of new development
and new infrastructure, particularly in
relation to the renewable energy
programme and broadband roll out.

Planning is well placed to deliver
adaptation measures that build the
resilience of our homes, businesses
and infrastructure to our changing
climate.

Adaptation requirements will need to
be wide ranging and planning
authorities have a role to play within
cross-boundary and multi-sectoral
working. The revised Scottish
Planning Policy, referenced in the
Programme, will set out the role of the
planning system in climate change
adaptation

The Scottish Government is building
climate change adaptation into all
current and new energy policies. This
includes improving the understanding
of the effects of climate change and
the likely impacts on the energy
networks in Scotland. The proposed
Scottish Government Energy Sector
Flood Risk work stream will ensure
that flood risks to energy infrastructure
are fully considered.



Business

... Recommends that the Scottish As I noted in my letter in December
Government ensures that the potential 2013, the Climate Change Risk
international impacts of climate change are Assessment for Scotland identified this
taken account of in the final Programme. as an issue but the evidence base was

too uncertain. As the evidence base
improves, we will consider what action
might be needed.

The Committee recommends that the The Scottish Government continues to
Scottish Government works with work with a wide range of stakeholder
stakeholders such as Nourish Scotland, to interests, including Nourish Scotland.
strengthen the final Programme. We will continue to ensure that these

stakeholders have an opportunity to
contribute.

The Committee ... urges the Scottish The Scottish Government is very
Government to ensure that the final aware of the importance of supporting
Programme reflects the need to provide businesses resilience to climate
strong and targeted support to assist such change and the overall narrative within
businesses in adaptation climate change. the SAP has been strengthened to

reflect this. In addition the Adaptation
Scotland Programme includes specific
'Supporting Business' undertakings
providing business focussed guidance
and online resources.

Agriculture and Forestry

The Committee recommends that the- EU Common Agricultural Policy
section on agriculture and forestry is provides a level of income security to
strengthened in the final Programme to farmers as well as incentives for
provide clearer guidance on what measures aimed at supporting rural
implementing the reform of CAP will mean businesses and communities to
in practice and to ensure that support develop and diversify as well as
measures aimed at increasing the environmental protection and
resilience of Scotland's food system are conservation measures.
explicit.

Now that the EU has agreed the shape
of the CAP support system until 2020,
Scottish Government is continuing to
work with stakeholders on the details
of the final programme. There are a
number of options that could be used
to support adaptation in agriculture
including, capital grants for improved
farm infrastructure and buildings,
funding for skills initiatives that provide
training and guidance on adaptation



and financial incentives to support the
uptake of adaptation measures on
farm.

The Committee recommends that the final In the Climate Ready Natural
Programme provides support for people in Environment section, we have
making decision for the longer term. identified resources available for land

managers to help them improving
resilience of their forests in the long
term. Research will also be supported
to continue to improve our knowledge
on threats and opportunities for
Scotland's forests and woodland. The
regional Forestry and Woodland
Strategies and the emerging regional
Land Use Strategies pilots will support
land managers in decision-making
processes.

Land Use and the natural environment

The Committee urges the Scottish The Programme has been
Government to look at what more can be strengthened to reflect this point. The
done in the final Programme to reflect the 2020 Challenge for Scotland's
multiple benefits and opportunities Biodiversity and Scotland's Land Use
available from strengthening Scotland's Strategy both champion the adoption
ecosystems. of an ecosystem approach and an

integrated approach to land and water
management, both of which are in the
final Programme. The on-going
Regional Land Use Framework Pilot
projects in the Scottish Borders and
Aberdeenshire, which are trialling an
innovative approach aimed at
providing a mechanism to guide future
decisions on how the land is used in
these areas in order to achieve
multiple benefits for the environment
and society, are also reflected in the
final Programme.



Communities

The Committee ... recommends that the final
Programme contains ways of supporting
and developing local community resilience
planning.

Social Justice

The Committee recommends that the
Scottish Government ensures that the
social justice aspects of the adaptation
Programme are given more weight in the
final Programme.

Actions to adapt for a changing climate
should, where possible, avoid negative
impacts on the environment or society.

Society must work together to combat
the negative effects of climate change.
Adaptation Scotland is working with
community groups, public bodies and
the private sector to safeguard and
raise awareness of the consequences
of not taking action.

The 'Engaging others' section of the
final Programme has been
strengthened to make more explicit
links to the ways of supporting and
developing local community resilience
planning. The Programme also
references the Adaptation Scotland
programme to highlight tools, guidance
and advice on supporting communities
to adapt to the impacts of a changing
climate.




